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Useful Numbers

Doctors.... Avon Valley
Upavon 630221 Durrington 653378
Cross Plains 652221

Salisbury Hospital 01722 336262
NHS Help Line 111 Police 101

Gas 0800 111999 Electricity 0800 0727282
Environmental Agency 0800 807060
Flood Line 03459881188

Plainwatch 01980 674700.
PLAINWATCH@Ilandmarc.mod.uk

Upavon Link 07501004349
Durrington Link 01980 594857

Schools
Rushall C of E Primary 01980 630360
Avon Valley College 01980 652467
Pewsey Vale Secondary School
01672 565000

Upavon Village Store & Post Office
01980 630268



mailto:PLAINWATCH@landmarc.mod.uk

WHO TO CONTACT.:

Team Rector: Revd. Canon Deborah Larkey (Day off Friday): Tel: 01672 851746
deborahlarkey@btinternet.com The Rectory, Woodborough, Pewsey, SN9 5PH
Team Vicars: Revd. Jennifer Totney (Day off Friday) Tel: 01672 562886
jennifer.totney@gmail.com The Rectory, Pewsey SN9 5DL;

Revd. Mark Windsor (Day off Thursday): Tel: 01672 564265
markwindsor923@btinternet.com, The Vicarage, Wilcot, Pewsey, SN9 5NS.

Licensed Lay Minister, Anne Mantle.
Rural Dean: Revd. Canon Gerald Osborne, Tel: 01672 563459.

PEWSEY TEAM OFFICE: Bouverie Hall, Pewsey 01672 562221
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11am to 3pm; Wednesday 12noon to 3pm.
EMAIL: team.office@valeofpewsey.org website: http//www.valeofpewsey.org

CHURCHWARDENS
Upavon Dr Bill Coker 01980 630803
Rushall Vacancies
Charlton St Peter Mrs Rosie Cunningham 630321
Mrs Ali Lacey 630385

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS

Mr Bill Bracher 630173

Mrs Anne Prince 630008

UPAVON RUSHALL & CHARLTON LINK
Link Line 07501 004349

TOGETHER MAGAZINE ADVERTISING AND REVENUE and items of news or
notices for the next issue, contact the Together team, Tel: 01980 630023 or
email: togethermag@btinternet.com by the 15th of the month, please.

Please contact a member of the clergy to discuss Baptisms, Weddings,
Funerals, Confirmation, the Blessing of your home, Service of Prayer and
Dedication, Renewal of Wedding Vows. To visit in hospital, and the dying at
home or in hospital. The clergy are here to help and serve, with our Lay
Pastoral Assistants

HOSPITAL VISITS - If you need a visit in hospital, or know someone who has been
taken in who would like a visit, please contact a member of the clergy.

HOME COMMUNIONS - If you know someone who is unable to get to church and
wishes to receive Communion, please contact Bill Bracher on 01980 630173 and he
will make arrangements for this to happen.
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THE CLERGY LETTER

The first time | went on a silent retreat, | wasn’t too worried about being
quiet during the day- | am used to quiet walks for reflection, but | did wonder
how the mealtimes would be. It was strange of course, especially as | had
gone with a group from my church. We did manage to have much hilarity- it
is amazing how funny burnt toast can be when you are not allowed to talk to
each other! But the thing | noticed the most, was that it made me much
more aware of other people. When you can talk to each other it is easy to say
‘please pass the salt’ or to get someone’s attention by saying their name. But
because we couldn’t use verbal cues, we had to pay attention to each other
much more. It was a strange combination of feeling removed from each
other and yet brought closer in a new way.

| have noticed a very similar sensation over the last few months as we have
all adjusted to ‘social distancing’ and wearing masks. We are removed from
each other in ways that are unfamiliar- not being able to shake hands or hug,
not seeing someone smile or frown. And yet because of this we have to pay
more attention and be more aware of each other. Instead of just brushing
past people on the street or footpath, we are thinking about which direction
we are going. Instead of just smiling at people we pass, we have to say hello
or nod to show our engagement. We are getting adept at reading
expressions from our eyes rather than our whole faces.

Perhaps like my silent retreat, we can use this opportunity to pay careful and
loving attention to one another, making special effort to connect despite the
distance between us. This is the way God looks at each one of us, knowing
‘when we sit down and when we stand up’ as well as our deepest thoughts as
Psalm 139 has it. We will find that although much of life feels at one remove
at the moment, being aware of each other will bring us closer together. And
finding things like the burnt toast to laugh about together doesn’t do any
harm either!

Revd. Jennifer Totney



FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals:
May they rest in Peace

Pam Bracher Funeral on 24" September at St Mary’s, Upavon

Carolyn White Funeral on 14" September at St Mary’s, Alton Barnes

St Mary’s Church, Upavon

St Mary’s is open daily from 0900-1630 hrs. The Church will be unsupervised
so visitors are requested to follow the guidance notices on the church doors
and inside the church. All are also asked to record their contact details in
the sheets provided in case of subsequent need by NHS Test and

Trace. Please use hand sanitiser on entering and leaving and wear a face
covering whilst in the building.

St Matthew’s Church, Rushall

St Matthew’s Church is open from 1000-1200 hrs on Sundays and
Wednesdays for individual prayer and reflection; a maximum of 4 people
will apply at any one time. Individuals are asked to comply with signage,
wear a face covering whilst in the building and use the provided hand
sanitiser.

IF YOU HAVE ANY NEWS OR NOTICES THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST TO THE
PEOPLE OF UPAVON, RUSHALL AND CHARLTON ST PETER, PLEASE SUBMIT
THEM BY EMAILTO

togethermag@btinternet.com sy THE 15™ OF THE MONTH.




Rushall,
Upavon and
Charlton St

Peter

Creation Season

Festival
Sunday 4% October

2.30pm Meet at St Mary’'s Church,
Upavon
OR

St Peter’s Church, Charlton

for a Harvest Autumn walk to Rushall
arriving in time for
3pm Creation Celebration
at St Matthew’s Rushall

Appropriate Covid - secure measures will be in place,
including social distancing




UPAVON AND RUSHALL VILLAGE BUDDIES
HELPING OUR COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE COVID-19 THREAT

Do you need help? Are you in one of the designated high-risk groups — over
70, have underlying medical issues or are pregnant? Are you exhibiting
possible Covid-19 symptoms — dry cough, shortness of breath, high
temperature — and have to self-isolate? If you don’t have anyone to turn to
then our Village Buddies can assist with delivery of food or medication from
the surgery, collecting takeaways from the pubs, walking your dog or just
telephoning to make sure you are ok. Contact one of those below with your
name and phone number and they will find a Buddy to help. Complete
confidentiality will be maintained.

Can you be a Village Buddy? Please contact one of those below with your
name and phone number if you're willing to become a Buddy. Think about
what you're prepared to do to help e.g. shopping, dog walking, etc. All
information will be kept confidential. Please still make contact even if you
are in one of the high-risk groups (over 70; suffering underlying medical
issues; or pregnant). There might still be something you can do to help but it
may limit the options!

In Upavon contact:
Tim Turnbull 07802 187663 and timequal@gmail.com or
Sarah Williams 07989 402606 and williamssvr@att.net

In Rushall contact: Colin Gale 01980 630034 and co_jac@talktalk.net
Buddies’ website: www.upavonbuddies.com

UPAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council information may be seen on the Parish Council website:
WWW.Upavonpc.co.uk,



http://www.upavonpc.co.uk/

UPAVON PARISH COUN@IA RETURN TO
O./2-1,)498

Introduction. During the Coronavirus Pandemic, Upavon PC has been
understandably limited in what it has been able to do. As we return to some
‘normality’ we will be able to steadily do more, and we consider that now
may be a good time to remind Parishioners what we are here to do for them.

Mission. We have defined our Mission as:

‘To represent, and deliver specific services, on behalf of the Upavon
Community in order to help improve the quality of life for the whole Village.’

Parish Council Outputs. In order to successfully deliver our Mission, we have
further analysed our key outputs, and these we have defined as follows:

Represent the community’s views — at such Meetings as: the Pewsey Area
Board; Pewsey Community Area Partnership; Community Area Transport
Group; and many more. Minutes of all Meetings can be found on the
Wiltshire Council Website.

Maintain communal areas — these include: both Play Areas; the Bus Shelter;
Grass Verges; Telephone Boxes; and more.

Contribute to public safety issues — these have included: the Emergency Plan;
Traffic Calming; Speed Watch Operations: and more.

Develop/Enhance community cohesion and Village outlook.

Manage ourselves in a proper manner, ensuring compliance with rules and
regulations, and according to the Local Authority’s Code of Conduct.

How Do We Achieve the Outputs? To achieve our Outputs, we have loosely
organized ourselves into a number of committees, as follows:

Leadership/Management. To provide direction to the Parish Council as well
as liaison with outside authorities, including Wiltshire Council. And to ensure
that the Parish Council adheres to all necessary rules and regulations, and
remains open and transparent in all its dealings.



Development Control. To process all Upavon related Planning Applications
(including Trenchard Lines) submitted to Wiltshire Council; comment as
required, and to host Public Meetings to assess larger Planning Issues; liaise
with Wiltshire Council Planning Officers and attend Area Planning
Conferences.

Budget and Finance. To develop and maintain Financial Regulations for the
Parish Council, and to develop and maintain the Annual Budget. To calculate
the Annual Parish Precept requirement, and to liaise with Wiltshire Council
Financial Officers, particularly on the issue of Precept payment.

Public Safety. To engage Wiltshire County Highways department to best
advantage of the Village; liaise with the Neighbourhood Police Teams; carry
out Speed Watch operations; plan and coordinate the deployment of Speed
Indicator Devices (SIDs) around the Village.

Community Facilities. To plan the routine maintenance of all Village facilities
and open spaces; task the Village Maintenance Contractor and the Parish
Steward; plan, review and implement the RoSPA Process; liaise with Wiltshire
Council as required. To continue the maintenance of the Village AEDs.

Special Projects. To plan and execute Special Projects on an ‘as required’
basis; develop a costed plan for the expenditure of known Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and Section 106 monies — to include public
consultation.

Administrative and Financial Support. The Clerk to the Parish Council is
tasked to carry out all routine administrative and financial tasks in order to
ensure that the Parish Council runs effectively and efficiently.

Look Forward. There is much to achieve over the next few months including
the delayed Annual Meeting (date TBC), CIL and Section 106 Expenditure
Consultation and much more. And, of course, the routine work to allow the
Parish to function efficiently continues.



CHARLTON ST PETER 100 CLUB

(Licensed by Wiltshire Council for the Vale of Pewsey Team of Churches.)
Congratulations to the lucky August winners:-

£100  S.Long (N. Newnton) No.51

£50 T. Kirby (Charlton) No.100

£50 G. Townsend (Upavon) No.56

£25 W. Cook (Pewsey) No.20

£25 B. Stygal (Charlton) No.3

Our next 100 Club Draw will take place at the end of September and we will
publish the winners in the next magazine.

We still have a few numbers available, so if you are interested in purchasing
number for £5 a month, please contact Ali Lacey 630385.

HOW TO MAKE A HEDGEHOG FEEDING STATION
You will need:
A large plastic storage box; a hacksaw or strong scissors; insulation
tape; 2 bricks or large stones.

1 Very carefully cut a 13cm x 13cm square hole in one of the short
sides of the box and cover the sharp edges with insulation tape

2. Place food and water at the back of the box as far from the
entrance as possible

3. Place a brick on top of the box to prevent it from moving, and place

the other brick approximately 13cm away from the entrance to

prevent larger mammals from being able to lie down and hook out

the food with their paws

Suitable food to offer is specialist hedgehog food, white meat cat
or dog food or cat biscuits. Only put water out in a dish, not milk

which is toxic for hedgehogs




ENFORD GARDENING CLUB

(e O M BP0
! COLLECTION

Following on from our successful September meeting, the next meeting will
be on Thursday 8th October, 6.45 for 7.15 in Enford Village Hall. We will be
following the necessary regulations, the most important being that everyone
is required to wear a face covering, and to follow social distancing rules
please. We will also be taking details for the Track & Trace requirement.

Unfortunately, our planned speaker is now unable to come so we have
decided to show the DVD of The Lost Gardens of Heligan.

Made in 1997 " it follows a teams' vision and obsession to bringing back this
glorious garden back to life, after more than 70 years of sleep".

Do come and join us. All are very welcome, but please remember to wear a
face covering. Lifts can be arranged, please ask.

Cost £4.00; Coffee/tea/raffle.

As always, meetings are at Enford Village Hall, SN9 6DD
Time 6.45 for 7.15 pm.

Further details from Fanny Middleton 01980 671645

email: fannysurtees@btinternet.com
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King Alfred and Carnival

According to legend, in the ninth century, when Alfred, King of Wessex, went
off to do battle with the Vikings, he left his wife in the care and custody of
the good people of Pewsey. Following his victory at the Battle of Edington, he
returned to Pewsey to find his wife safe and well. As a reward, Alfred granted
to the people of the vale the right to an annual feast around the time of Holy
Cross Day.

This ancient feast is now part of Pewsey Carnival which was first held in 1898
and has grown to become one of the largest annual street parties in South
West England. | love Pewsey carnival. Everyone does, except perhaps the
local constabulary. It's mayhem, but it’s glorious mayhem, all super-strength
cider, candy floss, and chips with curry sauce: more English than Elgar. King
Alfred would approve: this is us with our Saxon roots showing.

Colin Heber-Percy

The Arts Society, Pewsey Vale's monthly lectures are
continuing online.

The next lecture, lasting approximately one hour, will be as follows:
Tuesday 8th October 2020 at 7pm

They Make No Noise - What do Conductors do?
- a talk by Nigel Bates

For further details on the lecture go to Lectures
at www.theartssociety-pewseyvale.com.
New members are most welcome. For membership and for
information on how to join the lecture please contact -
pewseyvale@theartssociety.org.

There will be further online lectures on 10th November 2020 - John
Singer Sargent: The Power of the Portrait a talk by Alexandra Epps and on
8th December 2020 - The Ox and Ass - Silent Watchers at the Crib by
Hilary Guise.
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DocTORS WRITE (PART ONE)

The books | will mention in this series of three articles were all written by
doctors. Many of them, Somerset Maugham for example, qualified as
doctors and then gave up medical practice for writing. Some of them found
they could write about medicine as well as practising it. | suppose that some
of them always wanted to write but felt they had to have a profession they
could fall back on if they failed at writing. These three articles are about
books that depend on the authors’ experiences as doctors to tell a tale.

There are many professions, trades and jobs that give those who practice
them an insight into human behaviour. Their practitioners have the
opportunity to see people at their best and at their worst. This applies to any
who provide a professional service; teachers, social workers, hairdressers,
taxi drivers, home-helps, bar persons, waiting staff, etc. A lawyer friend once
told me that as a lawyer he saw the worst side of people and how lucky | was
as a doctor to see the best side. While | agreed that lawyers probably do see
the worst side of humanity, especially those involved in crime and
punishment, | replied that medicine as a profession, while revealing many at
their best, can also show the less desirable and seamier side of life.

| believe it is the intimate nature of medicine that makes it so valuable to a
writer. The medical consultation is a private one-to-one relationship and
distinctions of class, rank and station are removed along with the patient’s
clothes during this examination. Patients can tell doctors things they would
hesitate to mention to anyone else and this is one of the reasons why trust
and confidentiality are such important aspects of medical practice. This trust
and confidentiality is also true of lawyers and the clergy. However, while
confidentiality is absolute in legal practice, it is only partial in medical
practice. There are circumstances when doctors are obliged to share some
sorts of information with, for example, the police or the DVLA. While writing
a novel or a story a doctor may use the experiences that medicine provides,
as long as no individual patient can be identified.



| first read Richard Gordon’s Doctor in the Houseat the age of 11. | was in my

first year at senior school and | knew from then on that | wanted to be a

doctor. Itis a funny book. It was first published in 1952 and | read it in 1957.

It gave at that time a reasonably faithful picture of what medical school was

like. There have been many changes to medical education since then, most

of them for the better. The author was practicing as an anaesthetist and his

fictional medical school, St Swithins, could have been based on any of the

medical schools in London at that time, or indeed any other medical school.

His character, Sir Lancelot Spratt, a consultant surgeon from the book was
immortalized on film by James Robinson Justice in 1954. In the book Sir

Lancelot lists the requirements of a good surgeonas having' t he eye of
hawk, the heart of a A fburttocharaceristlc, t he h
stated sotto voceby one of his students in the book, would no longer pass as
politically correct. This book was the first of at least seven Doctor in....

books, all extremely funny and easy to read, as they chart his hero’s progress
through medical life.

My next book is a very different kind of read. It is Somerset Maugham’s
novel, Of Human Bondage@ublished in 1915. Maugham was a playwright,
novelist and short story writer, and was one of the most popular writers of
his era. This novel is regarded as his magnum opusnd contains a great deal
of autobiographical material. He qualified as a doctor from St Thomas’
medical school and his first novel, Liza of Lambetlwas based on his obstetric
experiences as a medical student. He was pleased enough by the success of
this book to give up medicine and pursue a literary career. His reputation as
a novelist rests upon Of Human Bondagehe bondage referring to Spinoza’s
ethical view that our inability to control our emotions constitutes a form of
enslavement.

The main character in this novel is Philip Carey. He has a club foot and is
orphaned at the age of 9. He is brought up by an emotionally constipated
uncle whose only redeeming feature is his large book collection. Like Philip,



Maugham was orphaned and his disability was a stammer rather than a club
foot. Maugham was later to write that reading allowed him to construct a
refuge from the miseries of life. The book details Philip’s attempts to study
art in Paris. During this time he meets and falls in love with a number of
unsuitable women, gives up his artistic aspirations, goes to medical school,
loses his money, leaves medical school, works in a department store, meets
more unsuitable ladies, eventually goes back to medical school. He qualifies,
meets more ladies, gets married, stops searching for happiness and settles
down.

Philip’s life is a painful struggle and | think Maugham is telling us that life
often is, particularly if you wish to achieve success in a profession such as
medicine. There is a sad encounter that Philip has with a previous woman in
his life, now forced by circumstances into prostitution. She comes to see
Philip when he has established himself as a successful physician. Sadly she
has developed syphilis, an incurable illness at that time, so even though
successful he is reminded of the suffering of those he has known less
fortunate than himself.

Personally, | enjoy Maugham’s short stories more than his novels, but don’t
be put off from reading this great work, Of Human Bondage

[This is the first article in a series of three under this heading]

Bill Coker, Churchwarden, Upavon



OCTOBER GARDENING TIPS

Divide herbaceous perennials to keep your plants healthy and vigorous and
multiply your stock.

Net ponds now before autumn leaf fall to reduce the amount of debris in the
water.

Clean out cold frames and greenhouses ahead of autumn sowing and
growing.

Plant spring flowering bulbs now for glorious colour next year.

Continue to feed and deadhead hanging basket and container plants — they
will often keep flowering until the first frosts; similarly annual and perennials
in borders.

Prune climbing and rambling roses once they have finished flowering.

Continue to water camellias and rhododendrons to ensure that next year’s
buds develop well.

Help pumpkins to ripen for Halloween by removing any leaves shadowing the
fruits, and raise them off the ground to prevent them rotting; likewise with
squashes.

Cut bean and pea plants at ground level when they have finished cropping,
leaving the roots in the soil which will release nitrogen as they break down.

GARDEN BIRDS

It is helpful to provide water for birds to drink and bathe, but ensure the
water is kept clean to prevent the spread of disease.

Feeding garden birds in winter can be important for their survival when
natural food sources are scarse. Winter feeding has been shown to improve
breeding success the following year.

BEE HOTELS

Consider having a Bee hotel as leaf cutter bees take residence in these and
they seal up the ends of the inhabited straws!
John Goman



& Christmas Cooking

©

This mincemeat and Christmas cake recipe comes from my
mother, from her mother, and goodness knows how many
generations before . Virginia

This mo n t tred@pe is for the mincemeat with the Christmas
cake to follow next month.

Mid October

Put mixed dried fruit, cherries and mixed peel to soak in red
wine or rum.

Mid November

Make the mincemeat and allow it to soak for 24 hours, bottle
and leave for 2 weeks before making m ince pies.

Mincemeat

1 % Ib mixed fruit (no cherries)

80z. cooking apples

1 lemon

Y Ib butter or marge

Y Ib soft brown sugar

Y4 tsp mixed spice

% tsp ginger

%2 tsp nutmeg

Y tsp cinnamon

4 tbsp Brandy

Chop apples finely, grate lemon and juice. Mix all except
brandy and butter. Melt butter and mix. Stir in brandy.
Makes 2 ¥z Ibs.



